
Neabsco News 

Historical Marker Unveiled  

From the Office of the Neabsco District Supervisor  

October 2022 

In 1964, Zella Brown, Maxine       
Coleman, Fannie W. Fitzgerald and 
Mary Porter, known as the             
Courageous Four, were the first      
African American teachers to          
integrate Prince William County 
schools, almost 10 years after the 
United States Supreme Court ruled 
that segregated schools were         
unconstitutional in Brown v. Board of 
Education. 
 
The Prince William 
County Historical 
Commission and 
the Prince William 
County Office of 
Historic          
Preservation     
recently sponsored 
an unveiling and dedicated a historical 
marker outside of Fannie W.           
Fitzgerald Elementary School          
recognizing the Courageous Four. 
 
“I’m so thankful that I was able to     
participate in the accomplishments 
that were made and the recognition 
that we have received for our efforts,” 
said Zella Brown after the unveiling 
ceremony. 
 
Brown, who was in her 30s at the 
time, said she did not meet with      
resistance when she went from        
Antioch Elementary School to the     
all-white Loch Lomond Elementary 
School as the first Black teacher. 
 
“There was a barrage of emotions that 
exploded in me because I didn’t think 
that anybody would reach out to 
where I was, to pull me in to be a part 

of the school. I guess in a sense it 
was working on myself because I had 
no encounters with anybody. I was 
not confronted.  There were not      
issues as far as race was concerned. 
I met some very nice people.  They 
were friendly.  They offered to show 
me around and tell me where things 
were located, so it worked out well.  
Of course, I was nervous because I 
did not know what to expect.” 
 

Vice Chair of the Prince William 
County Historical Commission 
Yolanda Green thanked the 
crowd of more than 200 for 
coming to the unveiling and 
dedication.  “We want to make 
sure everyone knows the history 
in Prince William County.” 

 
Prince William County Occoquan    
District School Board Member Lillie 
Jessie said the women changed the 
Prince William County school system 
for the better.  “These four women – 
Fannie Fitzgerald, Mary Porter, Max-
ine Coleman and Zella Brown – made 
the sacrifice.  The impact on the 
school system has been enormous.” 
 
Prince William County Neabsco     
District Supervisor, Victor Angry, the 
first African American elected to the 
Prince William Board of County      
Supervisors, said the marker can 
serve to get a conversation about 
race going.  “It’s something that we do 
need to talk about and continue to 
create markers such as the one we’re 
going to unveil here, that depicts the 
history that needs to be told.  These 
stories need to be told. People need 
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continues to live on until this day.” 
 
Fannie Fitzgerald’s daughters Benita 
Fitzgerald Brown, a gold medal 
Olympic track star and Kim          
Fitzgerald Lennon, a school teacher 
at Fannie W. Fitzgerald Elementary 
School, said they were proud of their 
mother and the rest of the           
Courageous Four. 
 
“My mother and the ladies being 
honored here and the countless   
other educators who have selflessly 
committed themselves to bringing 
out the best in young people are all 
to be congratulated on building a 
strong foundation on which we can 
build our educational legacy,”      
Lennon said. 
 
“They all represent many unsung 
heroes who have quietly enacted 

change behind the scenes — not 
calling a lot of attention to         
themselves, not at the time at 
least, being lauded for their efforts 
— just quietly doing the right 
thing,” Brown said. 
 
Mary Porter’s daughters Gwen 
Porter Washington and Hazel     
Porter Sykes read a poem to honor 
the Courageous Four.  The poem 
spoke of the fear and  uncertainty 
the women faced and the high    
expectations they set for                   
themselves and their students.   
The poem went on to thank the 
women for their perseverance and 
success and for not settling for 
less. 
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to know.” 
 
Fannie W. Fitzgerald Elementary 
School Principal George Wright said 
he was grateful to have partnered 
with the Commission and the Historic 
Preservation Office to get the marker 
erected.  “This event and marker are 
an expression of honor for the work 
performed by Zella Brown, Maxine 
Coleman, Fannie W. Fitzgerald and 
Mary G. Porter to integrate schools in 
Prince William County.  It shows that 
it is important that each student is      
exposed to inclusive practices and 
equity with an expectation of          
excellence from every student and 
adult every day.  To all the family 
members of the Courageous Four, I 
would like to express a ‘Thank you’ 
for your contributions and              
commitment to ensure that the legacy 
and the work of the Courageous Four 

Historical Marker Unveiled (cont.) 

The Prince William Board of County 
Supervisors is pleased to announce 
that it has appointed Michele A.     
Surdam, who has served Prince     
William County for more than 30 
years, to be the new Director of the 
Prince William County Department of 
Public Safety Communications.  
 
Surdam, who started with the county 
as a Telecommunicator 1 and most 
recently served as Acting Director of 
Public Safety Communications, 
brings a wealth of knowledge to the 
position and will lead a diverse team 
of 121 full- and part-time employees 
and contractors that comprise the 
department’s administration,          
operations and systems divisions. 
 

New Director of  Public Safety Communications  
While Acting Director, Surdam      
provided executive leadership and 
led strategic initiatives and task    
forces.  She also administered policy 
and procedure development for 
proper call reception, appropriate 
asset dispatch and monitoring local, 
state and federal mandates. 
 
Surdam, the Acting Director of the 
Public Safety Communications    
Department since April 2022, has 
experience operating effectively in 
high-stress situations in managing 
the Computer Aided Dispatch      
System, E-911 and nonemergency 
telephone, voice logging and radio 
systems. 
 
 

She oversaw all aspects of         
technology implementation during 
the renovation of the Backup     
Communications Center at     
Western District Station, as well as 
the use of Central District Station 
as a tertiary location during the 
pandemic. She also led the      
technology implementation and 
installation at the George T.       
Owens Communications Center. 
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Prince William County Personal Property and Business Tangible taxes for 2022 

are due on October 5.  If you have not received a tax bill, contact the Taxpayer 

Services Office at (703) 792-6710 or by email at taxpayerservices@pwcgov.org.  

Office and Call Center hours are Monday–Friday from 8 a.m.–5 p.m.                                       

On October 3–5, the hours will be extended until 6:30 p.m.                                                                    

To pay online, go to: https://tax.pwcgov.org/. 

mailto:taxpayerservices@pwcgov.org
https://tax.pwcgov.org/
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Solar Energy System Installations Training Video  
Prince William County Department 
of Development Services                   
announced a new Residential    
Solar Energy Systems Installations 
Training video and presentation is 
available online. An expert panel  
has shared step-by-step                             
instructions on the County’s plan 
intake, quality control, review, and 
approval process, and provide 
guidance on solar energy system 
installation plan requirements. 
 
“Solar energy contractors and the 
number of permit applications 
have risen tenfold in the past few 
years.  As market demand         
increased, so has the volume of 
new contractors and consultants 
entering the solar energy market,” 
shared Wade A. Hugh, Director, 
Department of Development     
Services.  “We want to ensure all 
contractors and homeowners are 
familiar with the Prince William 
County solar energy systems    
installation process, as many     
entrepreneurs in this market are 
still acquiring knowledge and     
experience.” 
 
The Department of Development 
Services presented three Solar 
Energy Installation Training     
Seminars, which were made     
available over three days in        

and for others, such as, fire and    
rescue,” shared Eric Mays, Building 
Official, Prince William County.  “The 
training will improve the contractors' 
knowledge and ability to obtain 
building permits efficiently and     
ultimately benefit our homeowners.” 
 
In the last five years, over 820 
homeowners have installed solar 
energy power systems in their home. 
Last year, the Department of         
Development Services implemented 
an all new Residential Solar Energy 
Systems ePlans Checklist.  The 
County provides Residential Solar 
information and instructions online, 
typical plans, and Solar Energy    
Systems Tax Exemptions for solar 
energy equipment, facilities, or      
devices.  There are three typical 
plans:  Roof Mounted Solar Panels 
Structural Plans; Small, Single      
Inverter Systems Plans; and Small, 
Micro Inverter/AC System Plans. 
 
For more information visit          
Residential Solar webpage, email 
BDD@pwcgov.org or call                   
(703) 792-6930. 
 
 
Press release from Prince William County 

August.  Thirty-eight attendees, 
representing thirty-one separate 
Solar Energy companies,            
participated in the training.  The 
training presentation is now       
available online here and on video 
here. Both can be found at: 
www.pwcva.gov/residentialsolar. 
 
Today, there are approximately 
eighty Solar Energy contractors in 
the area and working in Prince   
William County. Twenty-one solar 

energy project plans are approved 
in Prince William County each 
month, on average. In the first half 
of 2022, Prince William County   
approved 147 solar energy         
installation projects. 
 
“As demand increases, advances 
in emerging technology come to 
market and homeowners spend 
more time in their homes, it is vital 
that safety is a shared priority by all 
parties – contractors, consultants, 
homeowners, occupants, guests, 

The Prince William Board of 

County Supervisors recently 

proclaimed October 9 – 15, 

2022, as Fire Prevention Week 

in Prince William County. 

 

This year’s Fire Prevention 

Week theme of “Fire Won’t 

Wait. Plan Your Escape!”     

encourages residents to                     

develop and regularly practice 

a home fire escape plan that 

meets the needs of all their 

family members, including those 

with sensory or physical disabilities. 

 

People who have planned and   

practiced a home fire escape plan 

are more prepared and will there-

fore be more likely to survive a fire. 

 

The Prince William Board of County 

Supervisors is committed to         

ensuring the safety and security of 

those living in and visiting Prince 

William County while recognizing 

the value of fire prevention         

education for all by participating in 

the annual Fire Prevention Week 
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Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15th  

https://www.pwcva.gov/department/development-services
https://www.pwcva.gov/department/development-services
http://eservice.pwcgov.org/eBuildingDevelopmentForms/forms/ResSolarEnergySystemsChecklist.pdf
http://eservice.pwcgov.org/eBuildingDevelopmentForms/forms/ResSolarEnergySystemsChecklist.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/residentialsolar
https://www.pwcva.gov/residentialsolar
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2021-04/14231.pdf
https://www.pwcva.gov/assets/2021-04/14231.pdf
mailto:BDD@pwcgov.org
http://www.pwcva.gov/residentialsolar


It is my honor to have been elected as your Neabsco 

District Supervisor and to serve the residents of the 

Neabsco District and Prince William County.  I look 

forward to working with all of you as your                      

representative to the Board of County Supervisors.  

Constituent Service remains the top priority of the 

Neabsco District Office.  I have assembled a highly 

efficient Constituent Services Team at my office     

located at 2700 Neabsco Common Place, Suite 125, 

Woodridge, VA, (703) 792-4667, who are eager to 

serve you and to provide help and assistance. 

Victor S. Angry 
Neabsco District Supervisor 

“Never Personal, Always Professional”  

From the Office of the Neabsco District Supervisor 

PWC 

NEABSCO STAFF 

  

KELLY EASTERLY—CHIEF OF STAFF 

AMANDA FINK—SENIOR AIDE 

RAYMOND WHITE—AIDE 

DANIELLE MISSNER—PART TIME AIDE 

 

 

2700 Neabsco Common Place, Suite 125 

Woodbridge, VA 22191 

Phone: (703) 792-4667 

Fax: (703) 792-4669 

Email: neabscodist@pwcgov.org  

Keeping Neabsco District Residents in 

touch with Current Events. 

We’re on the Web! 

neabsconews.org 

A Message from Supervisor Angry  
While Halloween falls on October 
31, the whole month is set aside 
as Halloween Safety Month to      
remind people to stay safe when 
they’re out trick or treating. 
 
Typical trick or treat hours are     
between 5:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
and, even if you don’t plan on      
celebrating, it is important to be 
aware of people in your            
neighborhood who may be out 
trick or treating on Halloween.  
Children love being out and about 
trick-or-treating, but it is twice as 
likely for children to be hit by a car 
on Halloween compared to any 
other night of the year.  Therefore,    
dressing children in brightly                  
colored costumes with reflective 
tape/gear can make them more 
easily seen.  Having them carry 
glow sticks and or flashlights so 
drivers can easily see them is also 
helpful. 

It is also important to make sure       
children can see cars.  Skipping a 
face mask that can obstruct a child’s 
view and instead opting for face 
makeup or a handheld mask can be 
safer and equally as fun.  Stay on 
sidewalks when you can and keep an 
eye and ear out for any vehicles on 
the road. 
 
Some additional safety precautions to 
remember on Halloween: 
 
• Plan familiar routes and set                

curfews for children who are                
going out without an adult. 

• Encourage children to go out in 
groups and have them carry cell 
phones if possible. 

• Avoid unlit areas/houses 
• Inspect candy before allowing     

children to eat it.  Look for torn or 
unsealed packaging and discard 
anything that looks suspicious. 

As a reminder, there is a general      
election on Tuesday, November 8 and 
I encourage everyone to exercise their 
right to vote. 
 
If you have not yet registered to vote, 
there is still time, as the deadline to 
register to vote is 22 days prior to the 
general election.  Early in-person              
voting for the election has                  
already begun and will continue 
through November 5 at several                    
locations throughout Prince William 
County.  You may also vote by mail 
and, in order to do so, you must apply 
by Friday, October 28.   
 
For more voting information, click 
here. 
 
I wish all my constituents a safe and 
healthy month! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NeabscoNews
http://www.neabsconews.org
https://www.pwcvotes.org/voter-registration-information
https://www.pwcvotes.org/earlyvoting
https://www.pwcvotes.org/earlyvoting
https://www.pwcvotes.org/votebymail
https://www.pwcvotes.org/
https://www.pwcvotes.org/

