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Rarely do we consider fireworks 

harmful much less deadly; yet,                  

fireworks are one of the biggest fire 

dangers to life and property.                  

According to the National Fire        

Protection Association (NFPA), there 

are more reported fires on the 4th of 

July than on any other day of the 

year and 2 out of every 5 fires                   

reported are fireworks-related. 

Annually, thousands of fireworks-

related injuries are treated in hospital 

emergency departments 

throughout the United 

States.  Although Prince 

William County permits the 

use of some fireworks,               

restrictions apply and for 

good reason.  No matter 

how breathtaking fireworks 

are or how easy they       

appear to use, they are   

potential fire starters.  Chief Tim 

Keen, of the Prince William County 

Fire and  Rescue System,                       

encourages residents to leave        

fireworks demonstrations to trained                        

professionals by enjoying larger               

aerial fireworks shows usually                      

provided in the District, Maryland and 

Virginia (DMV).  Due to COVID-19, 

most of this year’s public fireworks 

displays have been canceled.                

However, should you choose to                    

purchase fireworks, Chief Keen                     

recommends purchasing from a                       

fireworks stand that has been                       

inspected and approved by the Fire 

Marshal’s Office.  All stands in 

Prince William County are properly 

permitted to sell fireworks displayed. 

To view the list of 2020 permissible 

fireworks and approved fireworks 

stands, click here. 

To assist residents in preparation for 

the Fourth of July and additional   

festivities held throughout the               

summer, the Fire Marshal’s Office 

suggests the following safety tips: 

• Fireworks should only be ignited 

by an adult. 

• Fireworks should 

only be used outdoors in 

an open space clear of 

spectators, buildings, 

vehicles, debris and 

flammable materials or 

on a driveway, sidewalk 

or other fire-resistant 

surface. Remember, fires are 

caused by careless handling of 

fireworks in areas exposed to 

sparks or live fireworks. 

• Keep spectators a safe distance 

away from permissible fireworks 

at a minimum of 25 feet for 

ground items. 

• Keep a bucket of water handy in 

case sparks start a fire. 

• Be sure children around                  

fireworks know to stop, drop and 

roll if their clothing catches on 

fire. 

• Deposit sparklers in a metal     

container as they may be 
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Census is still on 

and every person 

counts! 

Prince William    

County Government 

offices will be 

closed on                         

Friday, July 3 in                         

observance of                     

Independence Day.  

https://patch.com/district-columbia/washingtondc/dc-4th-july-fireworks-2020-canceled
https://patch.com/district-columbia/washingtondc/dc-4th-july-fireworks-2020-canceled
https://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/FR/fmo/Pages/Permissible-Fireworks.aspx
https://gisweb.pwcgov.org/Census2020/


• Pets may be frightened by the 

noise and lights of fireworks; 

keep pets inside or away from 

the area when in use. 

Illegal Fireworks 

Illegal Fireworks in Prince William 

County without approved permits 

is defined as: 

"Fireworks" means any firecracker, 

torpedo, skyrocket, or other                  

substance or object, of whatever 

form or construction, that contains 

any explosive or inflammable   

compound or substance, and is 

intended, or commonly known as 

fireworks, and which explodes,   

rises into the air or travels laterally, 

or fires projectiles into the air. 

If you are in possession of illegal 

fireworks, please contact the 

Prince William County Fire                           

Marshal’s Office for disposal at 

(703) 792-6360.  DO NOT throw 

them in the garbage! 

Turning in illegal fireworks will 

not result in any fines or                        

summons, and no questions will 

be asked. 

For more information on                     
fireworks safety, click here. 
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On Tuesday, June 16, 2020, the 
Board of County Supervisors voted 
to budget and appropriate an       
additional $1.6 million for the       
construction of the new Animal 
Shelter, located at 14807 Bristow 
Road in Manassas.   
 
The Board originally allocated $15 
million for the Animal Shelter         
project; however, after issuing an              
invitation for bid for the construction 
of the project in October 2019, the 
lowest responsive bid, submitted by 
Taft Construction, Inc., exceeded 
available funds for the project by 21 
percent.  To remain within budget, 
county staff collaborated with the 
construction company on strategies 
to reduce construction costs while 
not affecting the programmed 
space, square footage, or overall 
operations. After negotiations, Taft 
Construction, Inc. submitted their 
best and final offer.  While the       
project had enough funds to award 
a construction contract, enough 
funds did not exist to complete the 
entire project.  The project budget 

needed an additional $1.6 million 
to keep the total square footage of 
the facility as previously               
envisioned and complete the      
project as originally planned. In 
March, the Board directed staff to 
increase the Animal Shelter       
project budget by 
the needed $1.6 
million. 
 
With the               
allocation of 
these funds, the 
shelter will add 
approximately 
2,300 square feet 
for potential uses, such as office 
space, flex space, playrooms, 
storage, and/or future growth             
areas.  In addition, the funding will 
pay for demolition of the existing 
facility, additional furniture,                    
furnishings and equipment, a new 
barn for large animals and site 
paving.  
 
In May, preliminary site work   
started, including land clearing, 

demolition of some outbuildings, 
and installation of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Upcoming 
tasks will include the installation 
of a new water main and                 
construction of a temporary                
access road to the facility.  

 
The project and 
design firm are 
Cole & Denny and 
the construction 
company is Taft 
Construction, Inc., 
with completion of 
construction 

scheduled for November 2021.  
The total budget for the new             
Animal Shelter is $16,724,525, 
which includes the additional 
$1.6 million.  
 
More information about the             
project is available on the                         
county's website. 
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stepped on while hot or lost in 

the grass and stepped on while 

playing. 

• DO NOT place used fireworks in 

combustible trash cans or bags. 

• NEVER aim or throw fireworks at 

another person. 

• NEVER try to re-ignite fireworks 

that malfunction or fail to go off. 

• DO NOT wear loose clothing 

when using fireworks. 

• NEVER experiment or make your 

own fireworks. 

• NEVER carry fireworks in your 

pocket. 

• Leave used fireworks outside 

overnight before properly placing 

them in a trash can. 

 

https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/2020/Fourth-of-July-Celebrations-May-Look-a-Little-Different-this-Year-but-CPSC-Reminds-Consumers-Safety-Still-Rules
https://www.pwcgov.org/government/dept/publicworks/Pages/Animal-Shelter-Updates.aspx


County Works Towards Ensuring Equity  
Equity and equality are                  
different, and the distinction 
between the two can dictate 
how people succeed, said Raul 
Torres, the director of the 
Prince William County Human 
Rights Office.  Dissimilar              
treatment can determine how 
people prosper or fail. 
 
"Equality means treating              
everybody the same or giving 
the same resources to               
everybody.  When you talk 
about equity, you're supposed 
to provide access to                        
everybody, access to                         
conditions and opportunities …
based on what they need to 
succeed.  Not everybody 
needs the same thing," Torres 
said.  
 
The Prince William Board of 
County Supervisors recently 
adopted a resolution directing 
the County Executive to       
develop a framework and              
establish goals and objectives 
to ensure that the county is 
equitable in its dealings with 
the people it serves.  The 
framework would also address 
or mitigate any adverse effects 
of racial and social disparities 
in the county's programs,             
planning, and services.  
 

Prince William County                 
Executive Chris Martino told 
the Board that the goals and 
objectives of the framework 
should cascade through            
county government.  "It really 
matters how we approach our 
community, how we interact 
with them.  It's very important 
for us to set about, with intent, 
to address how we use these 
policies, these programs and 
these services."  
 
The framework, Torres said, 
would also provide a                  
methodology to assess                 
programs, planning and                      
processes for equity and               
inclusion, and identify racial 
and social disparities.  To 
achieve the goals and                    
objectives of the framework, 
stakeholders will use "lenses" 
or tools, which are different 
ways of looking at things, to 
determine who benefits, who is 
burdened, and who                 
participates in county planning 
policies, programs, and               
services.  "That allows you to 
make a decision that is more 
equitable because you will try 
to mitigate the burdens that are 
imposed on certain people, and 
you are benefitting a group of 
people that you need to                  
benefit," said Torres. 

Information and data point 
collection in the community 
will also help build equity,                
according to Torres.  "There 
are a lot of people in the 
community that we want to 
reach out to and touch.  We are 
committing to promote fairness 
in the formation of public policy."  
 
The Government 
Alliance on Race 
and Equity,      
partnering with 
the Metropolitan 
Washington 
Council of Governments,                
recently launched a regional 
race and equity initiative that 
includes jurisdictions in Northern                
Virginia, the District of                   
Columbia, and southern                       
Maryland. 
 
Torres said the alliance is                     
forming cohorts to discuss how 
local governments could                  
address race and social                      
disparity issues in the region.  
Prince William County will      
participate in the 2020 cohort 
scheduled for early 2021. 
 
 
 
Press release from Prince William 
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VDOT Seeking Feedback on Old Bridge Road and                   

Prince William Parkway Study  

 

The Virginia Department of Transportation is offering a      
virtual update and comment period on potential                      
improvements being evaluated for the intersection of Prince 
William Parkway (Route 294) and Old Bridge Road, as well as 
about a half-mile of Prince William Parkway between Laurel 
Hills Drive and Kenwood Drive, and a quarter-mile of Old 
Bridge Road between Prince William Parkway and Titania Way.  
 
For more information on this project and to take the survey, click here.  

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/prince_william_pkwy_at_old_bridge_rd.asp


It is my honor to have been elected as your Neabsco 

District Supervisor and to serve the residents of the 

Neabsco District and Prince William County.  I look 

forward to working with all of you as your                      

representative to the Board of County Supervisors.  

Constituent Service remains the top priority of the 

Neabsco District Office.  I have assembled a highly 

efficient Constituent Services Team at my office     

located at 4361 Ridgewood Center Drive,                     

(703) 792-4667, who are eager to serve you and to 

provide help and assistance. 

Victor S. Angry 
Neabsco District Supervisor 

“Never Personal, Always professional”  

From the Office of the Neabsco District Supervisor 

PWC 

NEABSCO STAFF 

  

KELLY EASTERLY—CHIEF OF STAFF 

AMANDA FINK—SENIOR AIDE 

RAYMOND WHITE—AIDE 

DANIELLE MISSNER—PART TIME AIDE 

ERNESTINE JENKINS—VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

 

4361 Ridgewood Center Drive 

Prince William, VA 22192 

Phone: (703) 792-4667 

Fax: (703) 792-4669 

Email: neabscodist@pwcgov.org 

Keeping Neabsco District Residents in 

touch with Current Events. 

We’re on the Web! 

neabsconews.org 

A Message from Supervisor Angry 
On Wednesday, July 1, the 

Commonwealth of Virginia                    

entered Phase 3 of reopening.  

For Prince William County, this 

means that we will have a                 

limited opening for public                 

service counters in the McCoart 

Building, Sudley North,                      

Development Services Building, 

and Hellwig.  To continue to 

help stop the spread, County 

employees that serve the public 

are required to wear a mask 

and practice social distancing.  

Members of the public are also 

required to wear a mask when 

entering County buildings.  This 

is consistent with Governor 

Northam’s Executive Order 63. 

 

Prince William County                           

Government continues to                           

encourage telework and                          

alternative scheduling to keep       

occupancy levels low to                        

accommodate social distancing.  

Therefore, the public is                           

encouraged to make                                   

appointments when seeking                  

services.  Conference rooms are 

not yet available to the public, but 

county-appointed Boards,                 

committees, and commissions can 

use the facilities.   

 

The Neabsco District Office staff                

continues to work remotely.     

However, all of my staff members 

are available during our normal 

business hours (9:00am to 

4:300pm).  My staff is checking 

voicemails regularly and you may 

also reach us by email at                        

neabscodist@pwcgov.org.  

 

Please continue to practice social 
distancing as much as possible 
and follow all CDC guidelines and 
precautions related to COVID-19.  
Hopefully, things will continue to 
move in a positive and safe                      
direction for our region.  You can 
find more information about                   
Virginia's reopening phases on the 
Governor’s website.   Additionally, 
Prince William County’s dedicated 
COVID-19 website will provide      
updated information on County 
business operations.   

Wishing all of you continued good 
health. 

https://www.facebook.com/NeabscoNews/
http://www.neabsconews.org
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-63-and-Order-Of-Public-Health-Emergency-Five---Requirement-To-Wear-Face-Covering-While-Inside-Buildings.pdf
mailto:neabscodist@pwcgov.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/
https://coronavirus.pwcgov.org/

